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UPCOMING DATES: 

Oct. 11: Student Fall Break - Teacher         
Work Day        

Oct. 11-14: Fall Break 

Oct. 17: Report Cards Issued 

Nov  11:  Veterans Day -No School 

Nov 22: Early Dismissal for Students 

Nov. 25-29: Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 20:  Early Dismissal for Students 

Dec. 23-31: Winter Break 

“Ain’t No Stopping Us Now, We’re On the Move” 

NEW BASEBALL/SOFTBALL COMPLEX FOR RCHS 

On August 1, 2019, the employees of the RCSD returned to “Warrior Country” with enthu-

siasm and a renewed commitment to moving student achievement forward. Institute Day 

2019 was kicked off with encouraging and celebratory words from 

the Superintendent, Dr. Brenda Coley. This was followed by some 

of the best renditions of country line dances, a trip down “Ole 

Town Road”, and words from our guest speaker, Mr. Jody Fuller. 

The positive atmosphere of Institute Day set a great tone for the 

2019-2020 school year. Employees left Institute Day with full 

knowledge of this year’s theme: Ain’t No Stopping Us Now, We’re 

on the Move! Everyone enjoyed professional development ses-

sions facilitated by LeAnn Nickelsen and numerous other present-

ers. We are ready for a great year of teaching and learning in the 

county. Warrior Country is on the move. Support us as we work to 

take our students to the next level of achievement. Together, we 

will!  
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“Every great warrior must learn  to endure and overcome the adversities of life” 

By Lailah Gifty Akita 

In the coming weeks, Warrior Nation is preparing to break ground on the Russell County High School Baseball 

and Softball Complex. This addition to our athletic facilities will provide a much needed face lift to our district. 

This project is stated to come in at just under $5,000,000 and will be something for all to be proud of.  

The project should break ground within the next month, and is scheduled to be complete around March of next 
year. It will consist of a new concession stand, up-to-date locker room facilities with coaches offices and an en-

closed hitting/practice facility.  



 

 

Teachers in the RCSD are committed to moving student 
achievement forward. They are participating in mini-PD 
sessions and planning to engage students in some excit-
ing learning opportunities and friendly competitions. 
The district will host an Elementary Math Competition 
for 4th & 5th grade mathematicians on November 7, 
2019 at 6 p.m. at Russell County High School. Addi-
tionally, students will be challenged to show off their 
science skills during the district Science Fair for 3rd-5th 
grade scientists on November 21, 2019 at 6 p.m. at Rus-
sell County Middle School. We are excited about what 
teachers will teach and what students will learn and do. 
Join us as our students show 
off their learning. We’re on 
the move!  

 

Credentials involving com-
puter science are indisputably 
some of the most sought after 
qualifications in the work-
force today. Because of this, 
the Alabama legislature, the 
State Department of Educa-
tion, and the Russell County 
Board of Education values the 
importance of providing stu-
dents with relevant and pur-
poseful exposure related to 
the field of computer science. 
The 2019-2020 school year 
marked the beginning of the 
Computer Science Discover-
ies course at Russell County 
Middle School. The course, taught by Ms. Leticia Henry, 
exposes students to principles of computer science as early 
as sixth grade. Through an inquiry-based, hands-on approach 
to computer science, students engage in higher order think-
ing projects to create, communicate, and solve problems 
while having fun. Upon completion of the course, our mid-
dle school students will possess skills needed to use innova-
tive ideas, creativity, and concepts to solve everyday prob-
lems.  
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES 

CLASS AT RCMS 
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MORE SAFETY INITIATIVES 

MORE PRE– K CLASSES   

UNDERWAY…….. 

 
The Office of School Readiness 
has awarded RCSD two addi-
tional Pre- k classrooms.  La-
donia Elementary and Mt. Olive 
Primary will receive an addition-
al classroom. The classrooms 
were awarded based on the ex-
tensive waiting list that each 
school has.  Children who have 
been on the waiting list will be 
the first to be selected.   
 
These additions will give the 

Russell County School District SIX Pre- k classes. The 
classrooms will be add-
ed this school 
year.  We are very ex-
cited to have this op-
portunity to reach and 
positively effect so 
many students. For 
additional information 
please contact our Pre-
K Coordinator, Dr. 
Almesha Patrick. She 
can be reached at (334) 408-4947. 

 

                                       

We are excited to continue a strong partnership be-
tween the Russell County School District and the Rus-
sell County Commission along with the Russell Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office to provide a School Resource Of-
ficer (SRO) for each school in the District. The new 
SRO’s will come onboard starting in October and be 
in place by December 2019. The new security system 
at the middle school is in place and being used. Addi-
tional security systems will be employed in each one 
of our school’s as the year proceeds.  In addition, 
NEW intercom and visitor management systems are 
being installed in all schools. 

ELEMENTARY LEARNING  

 EXCITEMENT 
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The RCHS Career Technical Edu-
cation program prepares students 
for high wage and high demand 
occupations by means of a rigor-
ous, relevant, and hands-on ap-
proach to workforce development. 
The Russell County Board of Edu-
cation is proud to consider our 
CPU Science and AP CPU Science 
program as a model for the state of 
Alabama. Our very own CPU sci-
ence teacher, Ms. Tangela Crocker, 
was recently recognized as “a pio-

neer leading the way” for our school system and the state. 
According to Dr. Jeff Gray from the University of Alabama, 
Ms. Crocker has “emerged as one of the top teachers in Ala-
bama for Computer Science.” Additionally, she was selected 
by UCLA to be one of their core helpers on an ongoing com-
puter science project. 
Dr. Gray also recognized one of our students, Jenay Marion, 
as one of the first cohort members of the LEGACY project, 
which provides a summer long preparatory experience for 
African American young women who are enrolled in the AP 
CPU science course. The project received over 120 applica-
tions and Jenay was one of the 38 invited to participate in the 
program as a student in Ms. Crocker’s AP CPU Science 
course. We are proud of the dedication of our Career Tech-
nical Education teachers as they provide students with oppor-
tunities and experience for future success. 

The Warrior Training Center is underway and sched-

uled to be complete around March. The upgraded facil-

ity will house a large meeting room, a computer lab 

and several multifunctional rooms for break out groups 

or small meeting rooms.  

The work is being completed by Hosey-Lancour with 
assistance from the Russell County School District 
maintenance staff. The total cost of completion is esti-
mated at around $670,000.  The Russell County staff is   
looking forward to using the Warrior Training Center  

 

 

 

 

 

to host events such as Regional Board meetings, Cur-
riculum  competitions, District and Regional Profes-
sional Development Trainings, Teacher of the Year 
Academic, and Holiday celebrations. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

IN CTE AT RCHS? 

 
AT-RISK DIRECTOR RECEIVES 

HIGH HOPES GRANT 

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 
2019– RCHS 

The Russell County School District At-Risk Director, Dr. 
Lorenza Pharrams, submitted a proposal and was subsequently 
awarded a $41,552 grant from the At-Risk and High Hopes 
Appropriation division of the State Department of Education. 
The purpose of the grant is to increase the academic outcomes 
of at-risk students. The money from the grant will fund the 
purchase of the Edgenuity Learning Platform and will benefit 
students in middle school, high school, and the Alternative 
Learning Program. High school and alternative school stu-
dents will have an opportunity to receive course credits 
through grade recovery, credit recovery, and hospital/
homebound service options. Additionally, teachers at middle 
school will utilize the program for lesson enhancement. 
This online learning platform is aligned with state standards 
and will focus on students who need additional academic sup-
port based on comparative data analysis. Identified students 
will work a minimum of 45 minutes per week on specific con-
tent areas for an entire credit or based upon individualized 
learning paths as a result of diagnostic scores for each subject. 
We are excited about the opportunities this grant will provide 
for our students in the Russell County School District. Special 
thanks to Dr. Lorenza Pharrams for leading this great initiative 
that will make a positive impact on student learning.  

 

 

 

Russell County High School celebrated Homecoming 2019 with 
the theme “Game the Jaguars.” Dress up days included Twin Day, 
Game Day, Senior Citizen Day, Character Day, and School Spirit 
Day. The hallways were decorated by each class following the 
“Game the Jaguars” theme. Each class 
selected a game and decorated their 
hallway.   
     The student body voted on the 2019 
Homecoming Court and Mr. & Miss 
RCHS. Freshman Attendant is Jakayla 
Geiger, Sophomore Attendant is 
Kenyetta Crowell, Junior Attendant is 
Tamyra Hill, and Senior Attendants are 
T’miya Mitchell, Janyia Pugh, and Jor-
dan Thomas. The 2019 Homecoming 
Queen, which was announced during 
halftime at Warrior Stadium, is Ta’Nya 
Denson. Mr. RCHS, Carlos Sampedro, 
and Miss RCHS, Gabriella Givens, were 
also recognized during halftime. The 
2nd Annual Warrior Walk and Tailgate 
Event was a huge success with representatives from numerous 
graduating classes! It’s a great day to be a Warrior! 

COMPLETION OF WARRIOR 
TRAINING CENTER 



From the Superintendent’s Desk: 

 

 

 

Russell_csd @russellcsd Russellcsd myRCSD.org 

Russell County School District is on the move for the 2019-2020 school year. There is a lot of new energy, 

excitement, and warrior pride across the Russell County School District. Our Warrior team is stronger than 

ever. I am grateful for the awesome new members to our leadership team as well as the current administrators, 

teachers, and support staff that is  working in the trenches every day to move us closer to our destiny of excel-

lence. In spite of all the adversity at hand and to come, we are unstoppable.  

Renee West once said,  “You can have the best strategy and the best building in the world, but if you don’t 

have the hearts and minds of the people who work with you, none of it comes to life.” I believe that it is safe to 

conclude that your people are your greatest asset. The people you ultimately choose to hire or develop are 

directly linked to your organization’s overall success. Needless to say,  please join me in celebrating our win-

ning warrior team. I ask that you also welcome two amazing members , Dr. Adam Kilcrease, the  Secondary 

Curriculum and Career Tech Director and Dr. Lorenza Pharrams, our new At-Risk and Alternative Program 

Director. They both are new to our school district but certainly not new to the field of education. The two of them bring a wealth of experi-

ence, knowledge, and commitment to student achievement that makes them a valuable asset to Russell County Schools.  

Regardless of your position, being that you are a student, parent, teacher, or support staff, every team member plays a critical role in the 

continued success of Russell County Schools. We are so excited that you are a part of our warrior tribe. My challenge for each of us is that 

we stay true to who we are, "A Warrior" - A person who shows great vigor, courage, determination, inner strength, and heroism when 

confronted with challenges. The vision is soon to come if we endure and remember to draw strength from the highest source. “Ain’t No 

Stopping us Now, We’re on  the Move! “ 

           

 

Dr. Brenda Coley 

Thank You for all that you do to support the students of the Russell County School District  

Pictured from left to right, beginning with bottom row: President, Eugenia Upshaw, District 5; Ruthie Carpenter, District 7; Dillie Elliott, District 

2; Superintendent, Dr. Brenda Coley; Vice-President, John Keith Mitchell, District 2; Kenneth Barnes, District 4; Joseph Williams, District 6; and 

Tommy Pugh, District 3 

Russell County School District Board Members 


